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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PRETOR 06913 191040Z 
ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO COME-OO SSO-OO NSF-02 DLOS-09 
ACDA-12 DOE-12 SOE-01 DOEE-OO OMB-01 TRSE-00 SP-02 
CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 L-03 DOTE-OO CG-00 PM-05 
DODE-OO EPA-04 INRE-00 /076W 

095547 191045Z/17 

O 191025Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9950 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 

UNCLAS PRETORIA 6913 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, SF 

SUBJECT: SUPERTANKER COLLISION OFF SOUTH AFRICAN COAST 
REF: A) STATE 301063; B) PRETORIA 6906 

1 . WE SPOKE TO CAPT. ROBERTSON AGAIN AT 1 1 .30 AM.M. LOCAL TIME 
DECEMBER 19 UPON HIS RETURN FROM RECONNAISSANCE FLIGHT. 

HE HAD OBSERVED A VERY THICK SLICK SOUTH OF PLETTENBURG BAY 
ABOUT 9 MILES OFF COAST. IT IS ABOUT 3 AND ONE HALF MILES 
LONG AND ONE MILE WIDE. IT IS MOVING EASTWARD AND IS BEING 
DISPERSED WITH USE OF CHEMICALS. NOTHING WAS OBSERVED ON 
BEACHES AND CHANCES FOR AVIODING SERIOUS SHORE POLLUTION HAVE 
IMPVORD. 

2. ROBERTSON SAID BOTH SHIPS ARE NOW 50 MILES OFF COAST AND HE 
DID NOT KNOW IF THERE WAS ANY FURTHER LEAKAGE. 

3. ALL PARTIES IN LEGAL TANGLE OVER SALVAGE ARE NOW MEETING 
IN PORT ELIZABETH, INCLUDING SOEKOR ( SAG OIL EXPLORATION 
COMPANY), COURT LINES HELICOPTERS AND OFFICIALS OF VENOIL INC. 

OF NEW YORK. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 PRETOR 06913 191040Z 

4. PLEASE ADVISE SOONEST OF PLANS RE NOAA RESEARCH TEAM. ALSO, 

DOES DEPARTMENT WANT CONTINUING REPORTS ON OIL SPILL? BOWDLER 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SHIP ACCIDENTS, OIL SPILLS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 19-Dec-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PRETOR06913 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770471-1031 
Format: TEL 
From: PRETORIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9771 240/aaaabhsu. tel 

Line Count: 57 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 540e0601-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION OES 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 301063, 77 PRETORIA 6906 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 -Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 185396 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SUPERTANKER COLLISION OFF SOUTH AFRICAN COAST 
TAGS: SENV, SF 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/540e0601-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
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